
Vocation: 
The Heart of Christian Moral Living 

Tuesdays with Monsignor 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 7:00pm 

 
Lectio Divina of Mark 10: the rich young man 

• Beyond duty, commandments and law; relationship 
• Beyond personal perfection to communal commitment and sacrifice 

• Becoming >Arriving; a journey 
• Love of the “poor” 

• Life-long conversion, listening to God’s voice within and from others 
• The “commandment” within (Christ’s obedient love of the Father) 

 
 
 

 
A. Begins with listening/prayer and then responding to God’s initiative (follow your deepest desire) – 

St. Augustine  
B. Discovering conscience and forming it through study of Scripture and Church teaching, dialogue 

and quiet prayer; putting faith experience into action 
C. Consciousness Examen (context of gratitude) “relationship” centered more than “act” centered 

 
 
 
A. Romans 2:14 – “law written on our hearts” and the interior voice of God in the core of  

our heart  …same text speaks of “natural law” and “conscience” 
B. Conscience – both intensely personal yet communal – very word means “knowledge with”  

[ex. A Hidden Lifet Franz Jägerstätter] 
C. Factors in conscience formation and decisions of conscience 

• Personal knowledge/awareness (age, intellect, intelligence, exposure to life) 
• Openness to learning/change/insight 
• Personal freedom from compulsion (fears) and concerns about conformity with common 

standards 
• Deep awareness of freedom for – a sense of vocation – a life of service 
• Motivation: self-comfort vs. self-gift?? 

D. In process of discernment 
• Looking for consistent patterns of desire, inspiration, attraction 
• Dialogue with a confessor or friend, spouse, parent/mentor; study of Scripture and Chruch 

teachings 
• Prayer (alone/communal) 

E. Always challenging oneself to recognize the impact my action (of inaction) may have on the well-
being of family members, co-workers, other believers and the wider society 

• Individual rights “in dialogue” with common good (examples; choice of assisted suicide, 
ripple effect of abortion; following/ignoring “social distancing” and concerns for “common 
good” 

• Understanding types of “laws” on all levels and their “binding” force 
F. The voice/call I discover to sacrifice self for the sake of “the other” (loved one) and/or common good 

• Risk involved in vocational commitment in health care; working in areas where violence 
more likely (teaching in inner city schools) 

• How will my actions impact the “poor”? 
G. A few moral principles to keep in mind 

• “Epikea”: discerning the purpose of the law and how it might (and might not) apply in this 
circumstance 

• True conscience decision is more binding than “merely” following law iin a formal, rote 
manner. 

• The more specific the law, the less it can be universally binding 

Part One: The Christian Moral life: listen and follow 

Part Two: Balancing conscience and law 
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• First principle: acting justly and prudently; charity goes beyond strict confines of law 
• Immediate level of justice and charity a first concern (subsidiarity) while still concerned for 

structural justice procedures 
• Decisions of conscience are often fallible and can be refined over time (graduality) 

 
 
 
 
A. One Christian state of life: following Christ which takes expression and concrete form in life choices, 

especially vocational choice (Hans Urs van Balthasar) 
B. Then, choices within each vocation 

• Honesty/integrity/consistency 
• Sacrifice of self 
• Full development of one’s gifts and abilities and looking for ways to provide the necessary 

atmosphere for others to do the same. 
C. Choices within life at all stages:  What is the most loving manner of response (and/or initiative) in this 

“moment” (home-life, pandemic, professional skills) 
D. Insights of St. Francis de Sales, Intro to the Devout Life and Jean Pierre de Caussade, Abandonment to 

Divine Providence 
E. Thomas Merton’s insights regarding acceptance of the “limitations” and “imperfections” of 

community/family/Church; parallel thoughts of Flannery O’ Connor regarding “every limitation is a 
vocation” 

 

Cosmas or The Love of God (Pierre de Calan) 
 
 
 
 
 

Part Three: Back to Vocation 
 

Concluding Story 
 


